Student Centred Learning  -  1b  -  Group Formation


Group Formation                        (Sessions 1b)
Purpose

The purpose of this session is to develop a positive basis for working together as a group throughout the rest of the course.  It also gives an opportunity for some initial discussion between pairs of participants about their reasons for being on the course.
By the end of the session participants should have:

· Drawn a representation of the place the course has in their lives,

· Described and interpreted their drawing to a partner,

· Discussed their personal aims with a partner.
Comment   The success of courses like this one depends greatly on the way participants interact.  It is therefore worth spending time at the beginning of a course on an activity which helps to strengthen interaction between the participants.  As with the introduction you may have your own ideas about the exercises which you like to use for this purpose.  The example here uses drawing and usually works well. Emphasise that this session may seem leisurely, given only 2 days for the whole course, but that so much depends on the interactions of participants that it is time well spent.

Steps of the Session 1b
1. Individual drawing,

2. In pairs telling each other what was drawn,

3. Extend the conversation to personal aims, 

4. Whole group hearing of partners’ drawings,

5. Checking that following session is ready.


Timing   Normally this session should last about 60 minutes.  We expect that many of you are already acquainted and so have reduced it to 45 minutes.  We wish to allow about 30 minutes of that time for drawing and discussion within pairs.

Materials:   
· Coloured pens so that everyone can have a couple,
· Large sheets of paper for the drawings; preferably at least A3 size,
· Means of displaying the drawings,

· Participants may wish to have available the note they made, before the course, of their personal aims.

.
Reading:   There are two complications to having references here.  This course hopes to suggest ways in which you can make your teaching more student centred, that includes offering students less “on a plate”, and trying to help them discover for themselves.  Of course key information has to be clear and available, but beyond this the need is to help students find their own references.  And secondly there are few resources in Vietnamese relevant to this course content, and we apologise for the fact that the authors of the course are not familiar with what there is.  However, for some suggestions for this session, in English, please see Appendix 1, references 1 & 6.
Key Point   When telling the group about your partner you are ‘doing and saying’ and therefore your retention will be very good for this material – you are being a teacher. Teachers remember their material better than those they are helping to learn!

Process

1 We give each person a sheet of paper and ask you to draw something which gives an idea of your present life, and where you feel your life may take you next.  Please draw as a child and forget art!  The drawings are only a means to help you think about, and talk about, yourself.
2 When ready, please pair up and explain to one another what you have drawn and why you drew it.  This gives the opportunity for talk about personal feelings without the whole group being involved.

3 It is hoped that you will feel able to extend your conversations to cover your own personal aims for the course.  You may have brought these with you in written form. You may wish to discuss how you are going to keep personal records or notes during the course.
4 
If the group wishes they may then gather together and tell the others something of the points that arose in the discussions within pairs; explaining their partner's drawings.

5   We start the next session now before the break, as we need to organise who will be teaching what to whom.  Please sign up on the sheets for the ‘Skills or Games’ you would like to learn. You will need to sign up to be a learner two or three times, depending on how many rounds there are in the time we have.

Organisation
1 Check that there are enough firm surfaces for everyone to rest on and that participants can work on their own at first while they are drawing.  
· pens and paper.
2 Here a balance of comfort and taking opportunities is necessary. Allow participants to pair up as naturally as possible, while suggesting that maybe it is best if they seek people they know less well.
3 Personal aims have, hopefully, been noted before the course, and the idea of keeping a record for personal reflection, such as a diary, explained in the introduction.
4 Place the participants’ drawings in view.  If the group is happy with the suggestion, go round asking each person to explain what their partner's drawing means. Note that if even as little as a minute each is allowed that may still take the 15 minutes available if there are 12 or more people.
5 Prepare for the next session here to allow participants time to sign up for the teaching blocks during the break. This is always a slightly complex process and needs the break time for people to digest what is happening.  Sheets as shown in Appendix 3 should already be up with the Teachers names and their Skills/Games shown.
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